
461Chapter 16: War and Terrorism

Political terrorism expert Grant Wardlaw (1988) states, “Terrorism is a phenom-
enon that is increasingly coming to dominate our lives.” The effects of terrorism are 
widespread:

It influences the way governments conduct their foreign policy and corpo-
rations transact their business. It causes changes to the structure and role of 
our security forces and necessitates huge expenditures on measures to protect 

War Participants Deaths in Service

American Revolution

1775–1783

Unknown 4,435

War of 1812

1812–1815

286,730 2,260

Mexican War

1846–1848

78,718 13,283

Civil War, Union Only

1861–1865

2,213,363 364,511

Spanish–American War

1898–1902

306,760 2,446

World War I

1917–1918

4,734,991 116,516

World War II

1941–1945

16,112,566 405,399

Korean War

1950–1953

5,720,000 36,576

Vietnam War

1964–1973

8,744,000 58,209

Persian Gulf War

1990–1991

2,322,000 382

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 2007.

Table 16.2  America’s wars and casualties (dates indicate U.S. troop involvement)


